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Good morning Commissioner Wentzell, Chairman Taylor, Vice Chair Hopkins-

Staten, and members of the Board of Education. My name is Shayla Beausoleil, and I 

am a student at Eastern Connecticut State University. I am here today to ask the 

Connecticut State Board of Education to deny Relay’s application for an alternate 

route to certification program in our state. We have many quality programs offered 

through our universities, and before the State looks elsewhere, these programs 

should be examined to determine whether they could offer any accelerated—not 

alternative—programs that would attract teachers in general and teachers of color, 

specifically, to enter into the profession. 

Connecticut has always been admired for its high standards for students as 

well as teachers. According to U.S. News & World Report, Connecticut ranks number 

two in high school education, just behind Maryland. According to 

Educationworld.com, Connecticut ranks number three in overall education. These 

are just a few of the many sources that show Connecticut being in the top five when 

it comes to education.  

A child’s education starts with its teachers, and we have some of the best. In 

fact, the 2016 National Teacher of the Year, Jahana Hayes, is from Waterbury.  Our 

education curriculum at our individual universities is among the hardest in the 

country. It is the reason I decided to stay in Connecticut for my education rather 

than going south, because I knew if I wanted to receive the best education, I had to 

stay here.  

From freshman year—even before we get into our programs—we are taking 

education courses, or courses that will help us improve our ability to become great 

teachers. We also have to focus on getting subject-area degrees. I have taken 

between 16 and 18 credits every semester. It’s not clear if students going through 

Relay’s alternate route to certification would have to have subject-specific degrees, 

nor is it required that they take courses in education before they enter into the 



school of education. I can tell you that taking the number of courses I do each 

semester isn’t easy, but I do it because I want to be the best teacher I can for my 

future students, who deserve nothing but the best. 

In my classes I learn everything from classroom management to how to 

determine which psychological stage a child is in according to Piaget. I am in the 

classroom at least once a week before I even start my student teaching. Our 

programs require us to observe students in every type of setting, meaning I go into 

rural, urban, and suburban classrooms. This not only gives me great exposure to all 

types of classroom settings, but is opening my eyes to a world of teaching I never 

knew I wanted. Growing up in a small town, I thought that’s where I wanted to 

teach, but after being exposed to the urban setting, I knew that’s where I belonged. 

I’m fortunate that my education program has afforded me so many opportunities to 

get into such varied districts. 

Students in all of Connecticut’s districts deserve high quality teachers who 

continue to educate themselves so that they can become better. It would not be fair 

to present some of these students with teachers who are less prepared or less 

qualified because they’ve entered into programs that have shortchanged them.  

Furthermore, there is no guarantee that Relay graduates will remain teachers 

once they’re certified. Rich support systems are what help retain teachers and allow 

them to thrive. That’s one aspect that Relay’s program does not address.  

When I think back to my teachers, I know that they all had a lasting impact on 

me and inspired me to become the person I am today. As long as I can remember I 

have wanted to be a teacher; I believe my kindergarten teacher inspired that in me. I 

fear that there are students out there who will not get the same feeling I did fifteen 

years ago when I started my education. I worry about the level of education they 

will receive. When deciding on whether or not to approve Relay, please think about 

whether this program helps create the type of educational system they need. Thank 

you.  


