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Good Morning Commissioner Wentzell, Chairman Taylor, Vice Chair Hopkins-Staten, and 

members of the State Board of Education. My name is Marissa Gannon and I am currently a 

junior, pursuing a certification in elementary education in the Neag School of Education at the 

University of Connecticut. Before I begin, I would just like to say that it is an honor to come 

before you today and speak in front of so many change-makers in the field of education. You all 

are brought here today by the same commitment to students, teaching, and learning that I see 

in myself, and that truly humbles me. Thank you so much for your dedication.  

 

The Neag School of Education prepared me well for my placement this fall semester at 

O’Connell Elementary School in East Hartford. I have truly fallen in love with this school district 

and the students, parents, and faculty which make it such a thriving and positive community. 

Yet despite the warmth I am met with during my clinic, I am also reminded of the disadvantages 

that East Hartford, as a large urban school district, faces. The disparity between East Hartford—

where a large portion of the population consists of black, Latino, and Asian students—and 

districts such as Glastonbury, where the demographic is predominantly white, is a stark one.  As 

I enter the classroom each day, I am grateful for the knowledge, extensive training, and cultural 

competence skills I’ve gained at UConn, which has prepared me well to help make a difference 

in the lives these young children. 

 

Across the state, students residing in urban school districts similar to East Hartford have 

fewer educational opportunities than those in districts such as Glastonbury have by 

comparison. Students in the former areas have to contend with dilapidated facilities, little-to-

no AP course offerings, fewer course offerings in general, and larger class sizes. Meanwhile, 

students in affluent school districts have access to the opposite: newer facilities and materials, 

courses, and other curriculum resources, as well as smaller class sizes, which all add up to a 



better quality learning experience which in turn, ensures more opportunities after graduation. 

The ZIP code is truly the anchor that traps too many. 

 

The reason I am mentioning all of the challenges I see is to provide a larger context in 

which to discuss the Board’s vote to approve Relay’s teacher certification program. Though I 

recognize the issues I’ve stated are real and must be addressed, Relay is not the solution to 

them. Although Relay’s website provides little information about its course of study, it is clear 

from other states that Relay does not adhere to the same course and residency standards that 

traditional teacher prep programs do, and this is what concerns me. All aspiring teachers 

deserve access to high-quality educational preparation programs that will allow them to enter 

into the profession with the knowledge, tools, and experiences necessary to be successful, and 

all students, regardless of their zip codes, deserve highly-prepared teachers. I urge this Board to 

reconsider voting on Relay until further information has been obtained and reviewed. Thank 

you.  

 

 


