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Thank you. It is an incredible honor to stand before you as Connecticut Teacher of the 

Year… and to be surrounded by so many exceptional educators who share a common vision 

and drive to do what is best for children. Congratulations to each and every one of you! 
 

As a child, I loved going to school, so much so that each day when I returned home I would 

recreate the day’s lessons with my cabbage patch dolls. I converted my bedroom into a 

classroom and remembered begging Santa to bring me my own easel and chalk for 

Christmas. 
 

What made school so special and rewarding for me was simple, I had phenomenal teachers. 

Teachers that cared about me not just in terms of my academic achievement but cared 

about the person I would become and what gifts I could offer to the world. 
 

Because tonight is about recognizing good teachers, I would like to recognize 2 of my 

favorite teachers who I feel so privileged to have here with me tonight. 
 
Ms. Campbell was my fourth grade teacher. Ms. Campbell found a way to connect with me, a 

quiet, painfully shy 9 year old girl. She had a profound gift for being able to see the best in 

each individual child and under her care would create experiences to nurture and 

develop each child’s interests and talents. Ms. Campbell is largely responsible for nurturing 

this big bleeding heart of mine. She saw my interest peak when she taught lessons about 

the environment and seized the opportunity to empower me and other students in our class 

to form a Kids for Saving the Earth Club. It was with her influence that I became an avid 

recycler but also learned that I could make a difference even if I was only 9 years old. 
 

Ms. Campbell saw the value of integration and created opportunities for her students to 

work with children who had severe special needs in a program she called Special Friends. I 

like to think of Ms. Campbell as my first cooperative teacher. She recognized my potential 

as an educator before I knew it myself. As a fourth grader she planted that seed that 

later would take root and drive my desire to become a teacher. 
 

Ms. Masi was my high school Spanish teacher. I entered Ms. Masi’s classroom 

disinterested, unmotivated, and comfortable living in the land of mediocrity… little did I 

know that just wouldn’t fly with Ms. Masi. Ms. Masi refused to accept anything less than 



 
 

my best and she let me know this right from the start. Ms. Masi was far from domineering… 

in fact, she was anything but. Her upbeat, exuberant nature and love of learning was 

infectious. She would bound around the classroom… singing, dancing, and stopping at nothing 

to engage her students. I emerged from her class with increased drive, ambition, and self-

confidence. Her no nonsense, high expectations, unyielding belief in me, and one of a kind 

teaching style transformed who I was as a student and ultimately who I would I become as 

a teacher. 
 

Ms. Campbell and Senora Masi epitomize what matters most in education. A child centered 

approach, high expectations, engaging, real life experiences and most importantly, 

connections. These two teachers inspired me to enter this profession and have provided a 

lasting example of what good teaching encompasses. Ms. Campbell and Ms. Masi, you have 

my sincere gratitude--- the teacher that I am today is largely because of the teachers I 

had in you. 
 

Tonight, I want to remind you what matters most in education. 
 
With the advent of student learning objectives, standardized testing, and systems of 

accountability, it seems the very definition of good teaching has been redefined and our 

focus as educators has shifted from a child centered approach to an increased emphasis 

on data and numbers. This shift has narrowed and oversimplified what we believe 

constitutes a good education. We’ve been made to believe that if our students perform 

well on a standardized test then we’ve met with success as educators. 
 

But are we truly successful if our curriculum gives more priority to subjects that are being 

tested and we sacrifice important instructional time for assessment time? 

 

If we speak of students not as individuals but rather in terms of proficiency labels- high, 

low, or cuspy? 

 

Are we successful if teachers feel that creativity, autonomy and authenticity in learning 

are not valued with the same regard as conformity, compliance and scripted programs? 

 

This is report card conference week for us at my school. As such, leading into this week, 

students needed to complete their unit post-assessment for language arts. If you were a 

fly on the wall of my classroom this is what you would’ve seen and heard last week. 
 

A boy and a book is a beautiful sight for any sixth grade teacher. During this assessment I 

couldn’t help but notice a boy in my class deceptively reading his independent reading book 

rather than completing his test. Much to my dismay, I had to interrupt his reading 4 



 
 

different times so that he could complete his open ended responses on this assessment. 
 
After all the tests were graded, I conferred with a child in my class whose overall 

performance fell short of what I had expected--- a 40%. He was just as surprised! “Mrs. 

Quinn,” he remarked “I thought this was a pretest. I didn’t want to do good because then I 

wouldn’t be able to show growth!” 
 

After 3 consecutive days of testing, during our dismissal time as I was writing the schedule 

for the next day, a bright girl in my class remarked “No testing tomorrow? Looks like we’ll 

actually have to learn something.” 
 

While these are my observations, they unfortunately are not unique. Teachers in urban, 

rural and suburban classrooms across our state and country see the first hand 

ramifications of a data minded approach in education. 
 

While data is important it only tells us one part of a very complex story of who a child is, 

what they are capable of and who they will become. Albert Einstein reminds us- “Not 

everything that can be counted counts, and not everything that counts can be counted.” 
 

Few would dispute the importance of numbers in our work. There is absolute value in 

looking at quantitative data in education. However; we must not lose sight of the equally 

important qualitative value and nature of our work as educators. 
 

We all have to collectively reset our thinking about the goal of education and bring our 

focus back to the numbers that really matter… beginning with the number of children we 

will positively influence and inspire, the number of times our students eyes light up when 

they have that aha moment and fall in love with what they’re learning, the number of 

children who feel a sense of connection, security and love at school or the number of times 

we help a child rise above challenges and reach their true potential. These are the things 

that matter most and aren’t so easily quantified by data points. 
 

Tonight I want to elicit a challenge to each of the important stakeholder groups in 

education… 
 

Policy makers: Your visibility and participation in our schools and classrooms is essential 

for you to have a full understanding of the work that we do and the direction we need to 

go. 



 
 

Please offer teachers a place at the table in the decision making process. We need your 

support but also, the opportunity to give voice and direct that support to address the 

needs of our schools and communities. 
 

Administration: Please remember that there are many types of smart and that all children 

can learn, just not in the same way and in the same period of time. Honor and insist upon 

teacher autonomy rather than systems of compliance. Trust that if teachers are able to 

focus their attention and efforts on what matters… the individual child… the improved 

numbers will follow. 
 

To parents, families and community members: Resist the temptation to label schools and or 

teachers as good, bad or otherwise based on a single factor like standardized test scores. 

Demand more from your schools, not just in terms of academic achievement numbers, but in 

what really matters- those intangibles that will truly enrich the lives of children and the 

communities we live in. 
 

Finally, my fellow teachers: Know that YOU are the most valuable resource in your 

classroom. Your wisdom and experience is irreplaceable and immeasurable. You know what 

matters most for kids and what is most important to our student’s success. 
 

Our students are counting on us to advocate for what we know is best for them. They’re 

counting on us to speak up, challenge the status quo, raise concerns, and share our 

expertise, and our practical, common sense solutions. 
 

We must remind ourselves, one another and those who’ve forgotten why we’re here and 

what’s important. 
 
In this period of challenge and change in public education, where accountability reigns 

supreme, it is imperative that we remember that we are accountable for so much more- 

our children, who they will become and what contributions they will offer our world. This is 

what matters most and what we are called to do as educators. 


