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 May 30, 2013 

 

 

Gary Peluchette 

3543 Main St.  

Bridgeport, CT 06606 

 

Dear Mr. Peluchette: 

 

I am writing this letter concerning your complaint filed against the Bridgeport Board of Education (the 

“Board”) pursuant to Section 10-4b of the Connecticut General Statutes.  In order for the State Department of 

Education to have jurisdiction over such a complaint, the regulations governing this process require each 

complainant to show that he/she was unable to resolve the complaint with the local board of education.   

 

First, you must show that you have exhausted your remedies at the local level.  You must include in your 

complaint the date that the matter was brought before the Board.  In addition, you would need to provide 

evidence that the Board has taken final action adverse to your complaint or has refused or failed to take any 

final action relating to the complaint within a reasonable period of time.  In your complaint, you include the 

minutes of a recent meeting of the Board in which Superintendent Vallas and various Board members discuss 

generally the role of school governance councils in the schools.  You did not, however, indicate that this 

matter was brought to the Board for consideration or that the Board has taken any adverse action with respect 

to your complaint.  

 

Because your complaint does not show that you have attempted to resolve the complaint with the Board, I am 

dismissing it.  Notwithstanding that fact, I take seriously the allegations you have raised, as it is important to 

ensure that the laws regarding school governance councils are being implemented appropriately and that all 

stakeholders are being given the opportunity to participate in the process.  To that end, I would like to invite 

you and the Bridgeport Superintendent to meet with me to discuss how we might resolve this important 

matter.   

 

Although I am unable to substantiate your complaint at this time, I thank you for raising this important issue.  

I invite you to contact my office at your earliest convenience so that we can arrange the aforementioned 

meeting.  

 

 Sincerely, 

   
Stefan Pryor 

 Commissioner of Education 

 

cc: Members, State Board of Education 

Kenneth Moales, Jr., Chair, Bridgeport Board of Education  

Paul Vallas, Superintendent, Bridgeport Public Schools 

 


